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7 A E Ae 15 papers are e compiled fre 7 the 


= author” s marginal remarks upon a book, 


incituled, * The Conf, onal.” wu Tou no! Suf- 


J ctently armed With ordnance of all ſorts, fit for 


2 fpirited attack; Het aſſo ng by the Jmoller „ 
fel of light burden, he makes it a Point en honour 


70 engage the  Joureft of their « conv 75 


. Non metus; Orr. clo neque fe certare priorem 
8 5 Foeniteat. 3 ; 


1 is an ortful conceſis on N a certain ; woke 


writer, that t take away 2 Nation al C Bur. 0 h, 15 5 


mere Entbufiaſ aſm 1 as the notion which fers up Perſe- = 


20 cution; but i is of ; 2 uſe, ho ince the ancient policy 1 
5 @ Public Leading i in Reli gion IC as anther ioriter = 
expreſſes 5 which made, / com 8 55 the doetri ne of the 5 5 
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a great Way, to re gulate tbe dr fore RT aj pre len- 


: fons of Proteftants on the article of conformity. ; 
Tet its appare Nt. mnefucacy hitherto annot be better | 
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700 trated, than wh the admirable « expofrulation of 


6 bey great £ relate, | 
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er foul and N body that can be, and the moſt Fe. 0 
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The intellig ge nt Bead der will readily 6 255 n, that 
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I WIE true ori ein 01 eſtab hed Confer: 


5 digiftien. | They were expedient e es. 
ſary, as well to declare their doctrines for this 


ſions of Faith! in Proteſtant Churches 1 18 
too well known to need any formal 


inſtruction of their own members, as to bye 
the imputation of many impious and extravaͤ-k 
gant opinions, and the flanders of their adver- 


1 faries, that theſe were the natural conſequences — | 


of departing from the infallibility of the Church 85 


of Rome. An unfeigned aſſent thereto, con- 


” firmed either by Subicription or the ſolemnity ; 
ol an oath, became very early, and almoſt un- 


YO verſally, an indiſpenſable condition of qualifying — 


1 their paſtors for the miniſtry ; 3 and! in ſome, of k ñ& 


nen 


3 
admit ting their lay-members to church-com- 


munion. The venerable Fathers of the Re- 
formation have indeed been exculpated in part, 


for deviſing theſe expedients of peace and order; 


but in this more enlightened age, the matter 


ol Subſcription has been conſidered and treated 
by many different forts of writers, as an un- 
warrantable encroachmc at on Chriſtian Li- 


1 DET ty. 


„ I is dhe duty ctherefe ore of every one, Wh 
5 approves es the eſtabliſhment of the Church of 
England, to vindicate, as far as he can, thoſe _ 
laws e conſtitutions which are its juſt ſecu⸗- 
rity; and to ſhew, that they were not only 
reaſonable and good in their inſtitution, but 
likewiſe that they are. expedient and uſeful to 
be continued. "This indecd has been done in 
a great meaſure by the learned Biſhop Burnetz 
who brought together 2 molt of the topics of: any 5 
moment relating to the Sub, criptions required 
; of the C Clergy ; : and having fx 2 5 U pon the true 
1 principle of manta! ning "them, offered —_— 
ingenious ſolutions of the ſeveral difficulties 
with which their caſe is ſuppoſed. to be encum 
bered. Many objections were then made, and 
his frier diy ende avours diſdainful! ly rejected. 3 
Men of learning muſt needs differ 3 7 their ap- 
5 prehenſions of things, but good men will bear 
with one another. Never did there appear leſs — 
f Candour and moderation, than in the contro- —— 
I verſy that enſued; till at length the general | 
„„ principles. upon which alone the fight and ex 
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pediency of Subſe ription can be ſupported, has 


with great ſreedom been treated as falſe. | 


It may not therefore be Improper to offer 


ſome farther thoughts upon this ſubject; which 
has very lately been taken up again in fuch a 
manner, as mull unav odably create muck em- 
barraſment and perplexity in the minds of 
many of the Clergy. This is intended in he 
following papers, for their benefit. And jet 
— premiſed, that though the writer may be 
thought by ſome Utopian projectors of abſolute, 1 
free and uncontronled liberty, to take the un- 
favourable fide of the queition ; yet he profeſſes 
himſelf a ſteady affertor of that perf: ect ta of 
liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us free; 
and has moreover a facred regard for that in- 
eſtimable treaſure of Proteſtant Liberty, whichis 
ſecure d to us and our poſterity under the P rele t 
happy eſtabliſhment. + 5 
In order to vindicate the laws a PT 55 
EN tions, which require the Clergy to ſubſcribe to. 
tze articles of religion, the firſt ſtep muſt be, 
dc clear them from the charge of injuſtice; . 


which bas been aggravated in very invidi ous. 


"pe as Nething (it has been faid) can be 
more cruel, nothing more inequitable, t than to 
15 infiſt, that candidates for the miniſtry ſhould _ 
give their ſolemn aſſent and conſent to articles 
of faith, and modes of diicipline and worſhip, _. 
5 Which it is certain many of them muſt thinn 
do be inconſiſtent with the word of God, and 
Which for that reaſon 8 are obliged. to Welt „ 
5 = OPS * 2 . 3 | and 85 ; 


ISH 


ant diſtort from their natural, original r mean- 


ing, before they can reconcile themſelves to 


this article of conformity ().“ In oppotition 
to which let it be obſerved; and the acute 
writer, who urges this fo ſtrongly, has himfelf 


made the obſervation, though he does not with 


ſo good a grace evade the force of it; that 
ſuch of the divines of the church of Engla nd 
as have aſſerted her authority with the utmoſt 
zeal and in the h. gheſt terms, have yet ex- 
tolled her moderation in laving no greater ſtreſs | 
upon her confeſſion, than the Remonſtrants. 
themſelves in their temperate language feemed _ 
to contend for. Or let us appeal Tather tothe 
-- art: and the beſt writer of the earlieſt times 
f the Relormation, | Biſhop | Jewel; who 
had fo large a ſhare. in all that was then 
done, and whole work 8 have therefor e been 
eſteemed the beſt commentary on our articles. 
In them we {all ſee, what a deference was 
paid to the Holy Scriptures, what a latitude 
Was left to private judgment. And if it be 
needful to ſhew, that the Church of England 3 


has not in reality aſſumed any greater autho- 


mie Une, upon other principles; to the e 
ene which have been given (6), may by 
added many other citations ; which relate as _ 
well to the Clergy, who ſubſcribe, 9s to-whe 

” et and body of the pool 5. "who! do only 1 


360 Confeſſoval, p. 3 


( From. f Bull ans, Dr. bene Cable 9. 5 3. 72 
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- join in communion with us: and they all tend 

to ſhew the great difference between the in- 
perious ſpirit of the Church of Rome, which 

_ impoſes the belief of every one of her doc- 


trines on the conſciences of her Votaries, 


under the pains of anathemas and curſes, and 
as articles of faith, and the moderation of the 
Church of England, which is very obſerva= _ 
ble in the great caution and difidence, with 
which its moſt learned and eminent divines 
have always exprefled | themſelves in this 
matter. At the tame time I will acknowledge 
without relerye ; that I entertain a very indit- | 
ferent opinion of their faith, as well as their 
ſincerity, who in the defences and apologies _ 
which they make for their own Subſcription, 
„ conſtrained | to explain it a way to a general | 
5 acquie eſcence, a public paſſe only, or a 
tacit per ſuaſio . In this as well as other mat- _ 
ters, men have been apt to be carried away by 
ſome leading bias into the extremes. The 
great Biſhop Sti ling cet himſelf, than whom 
no one bore a a greater ſh: are in the popiſh con- . 
troverſies, or luccceded in them with more 
3 honour, in opening A latitnde for private judg- 


ment, did not preciſely enough determine, 


what was to be given up to it, and what ce 
ſerved for the Church. He was therefore 1s Tr 
thought to be of opinion, that thoſe who ſub- 
. ſcribed to the articles were not obliged. 40-8 
15 believe chern true. And to this purpoſe he 
lays, that the Church 1 req quires Subſcription Lo... = 


B 


the articles, nor as articles of faith, but 45 in- 
ferior truths (articles of religion, as our church 

Calls them) which the expects a ſubmiſſion to 

in order to her peace and tranquillity (c). Vet 
in other parts of His writings: he plainly de- 
clares, that in his judgment an ab(olute ſub⸗ | 

_ feription, that is, a Subſcription of belief, as 

_ oppoſed to a Subſcription of peaccable ſubmiſ- 

ion, is enjoined as a term of miniſterial con- 

formity (4). The caſe of Mr. Chillingworth 1 

ſufficiently ſhews his opinion at leaſt of the 


moderation of our Church. His words are 


theſe: for the Church of Eng! land I am Per- 
. ſuaded, that the conſtant doctrine of it is ſo 
pure and orthodox, that whoever believes it 
and lives according to it, undoubtedly he ſhall 
be faved ; and that there is no error in it, 
which may neceſſitate or warrant any man = 
diſturb the Peace or renounce the communion 
of it Ke c confeſſed all this, and at the 
ſame time refuſed to ſubſcribe. And where- _ 
fore r He was perſuaded, that thoſe who 
ſubſcribe are ſuppoſed and required to ſub⸗ 
ſceribe to the truth of the articles; and he re- 
fuſed to ſubſcribe, hecauſe he made a ſcruple 85 
of ſubſcribing to the truth of one or two pro- 
; _ poſitions, his doubts about which made him — 
£ refuſe Subſcription te to. the articles in 6 ent EY 


400 Ratlonat A mart 1. 35 4; RH 
(4) VUnreaſonableneſs of Separation. e 
25 Preface | 10 the Author of Charity, maintained, 
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He was moreover. willing to ſubſcribe all, that | 


(he imagined) the compilers of the articles 


did and to ſecure and provide for; but he 
9 refuſed the legal Subſcrip tion, or the form of 
Subſcription legally enjoined, which carried 
the matter ſomething farther, than the firlt de- 
ſign of the articles did, in his opinion, intend. 
For the form of the ſtatute requires men o 
declare their aſſent and ſubſcribe to the articles, 
that is, to the truth of them; and therefore 8 
Wade he was ready to ſubſeribe what was 
1 intended originally by the church, yet be 
tfuſed to ſubloribe what was required. afterwards Cr, 
by the. ſtate. How: ever, that he did no 
object any injuſtice Or unreaſonableneſ to the 
legal form, is evident; becauſe being afterwards 
5 appointed! to the office of Che ncellor of Sarum, 
hae ſubſcribed to thoſe. propo! tions, the truth _ 
5.00: which he had doubted of. And this is a 
3 great teſtimony from a man of his reputation i 
for probity, and learning, an d irmneſs of mind: 
ti ie the teſtimony of the immortal Chilling- 
Vorth himſelf; who diſclaimed the defence ot 
> the proteſtant religion as it lay in. yſtems and $09 
1 8 8 conte lions, and appe -aled to the Bible only. 
1 objection therefore, that the reſtrainiug N 
condition, which, is laid upon the candidat- 5 
"far: holy orders, 18 cruel and inequitable, oi 
— will, 1 humb! y conceive, be ent ely remov el 
when we come to ſhe N hat: there is not ſo 
. much difficulty 1 In reconciling. themſelves to 
955 this article of « conformity ** 4s has been re- 


Pre fer nted : 


tou 


prele ite 


bade wilt, whether it be not ſtrictiyquſt 


_ equitable.” And here Yuck intimations a5 


theſe, that“ Jeſus never intended His religion 


_ fh6ula be (hut up in a Hational Churth hor 
that he did not eſtabfiſh it upon exclative = 
cCdemkitions ;? will not At all affect the main ur- 
gyment. It does not crty us back te che od 
5 poritatiſcat principles of Cartwright and his 
followers; that all impoſitions ih religion are 
unwarrante ble, though emoined by the higheſt 

authority. It rets 8 upon the eſtabliſhment 


Which now is, and to rivaintai 111 which Hab al. 


ways been the irmportart object of the! wiſdom 
of the egiflature; Ito reſolves» fel übte 
1 this alternate: eithe r none are to bs admitted _ 
Mithioat a teſt to diſcover Whether they üffent 
. to the eſtabliſhed” conſeſſion, or fore bthet 
- equivatent means of excl iin thofe what gifs. 
ent therefrom ; or the eſtabliſhiment of 1 
national Charch muſt take its chance. ane 
. therefore, waving for the preſent many other 
114 important conſiderations, the rr _ 23 
5 city to be admitted to officiate as a min lter e 
. knowledged; to wit; that dhe raigiout Wed : 
EO. civil rights of ſubjects: onght- to be ſubmiſtteU to, 
==. an. may be ditriittred for, the 5 
1 For though ſtrictly {peaking it de undeniably. 5 
true, that faith and conſcience, having ne de-. 
pendence upon man's Jaws, ate not to be co. 


juſtly reſtrained upon a prinei Ne g 


Vet us Belt xvattine it 1 ther! ful 15 
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55 poſlible to a the terms of communion. ſuf 
_ Liently open to take in Chriſtians of very dif- 
ferent and contrary opinions concerning mat- 


ters of importance, . which are unavoidable; 


| therefore i in all eſtabliſhments a power is veſted _ 
in the Supremacy of the State, to exclude fuch 
as are obnoxious from many Fe and e 
luments thereto belonging. „ 
It is difficult to underſtand our Saviaur's 1 
words at the time when He Was arraigned be 15 
tore Filate; 7 H G, n U e o 01 * TU 
mch TauTov.” „ My Kingdom is not of this 


world; in a lenſe declaratory of che true na- 


ture of the church of Chriſt upon earth. The 
| expreſſion © *. rob v 18 oppoſed to 2X r 1 
| ra rpc; * John th; 16. and 0 EN Toy. Ov, 
I John iv. 4, 5, 6. And hence the paſſags 
bas been underſtood by ſome, to reſpect the 1 
divine origin of Chriſt's Kingdom; and this 
may ſeem the more probable, becauſe tile 
Words are addrefled to Pilate, and have no re- 
lation to the prejudices of our Lord's Diſciples 
Concerning His temporal kingdom. And in- 
dced theſe prejudices were ſo ſtrong in heir 
minds, that our Saviour did not much endea- | 
vour to contradict them, whilſt He was upon ” 
eearth; much leſs did he attempt it in the laſt mme 
luancholy period of his life, becauie they could not 
then have born it. But this leads us rather to 
SS conſider the words as deſcriptive of the future 
. face of Chricks Ringen! in heaven; ie 
i V | Kingdom — 


. E 10 0 a 


: Kingdom of the Meſſiah; when being bet at the 
right hand of God, He ſhould ſend torth from = 
OD diene His Holy Spirit o inſtru and Sovern e 


his people. 


I have critically examined this text of Scrip- 5 
+ tare, becauſe ſeveral inferences have been 
dtawn from it, not ſo admiſſible as Biſhop 
Hoadly's general doctrine; © that Chriſt is 
himmſelf the ſole lawgiver and judge to his ſub. 
jecde in matters of conſcience and eternal ſal- 
vation.” And this plain truth may be other- 
__ wife ſupported, without the ſanction of a di- 
vine doctrine. Vet it does not preclude the 
authority of every Chriſtian ſociety to eſtabliſh 
religious teſts or modes of worſhip, that are 
a greable to the Holy Seriptures; and if theſe 
have moreover the ſanction of the Civil magi- 
ſtrate, they are clearly defenſible upon prin- 
eiples of policy and religion. Some reaſons in- 
deegqd there are both buſt and neceſſaty, 1 
which men ought to i their hberty, and not. 
ſiuoffer thernſelves to be in bondage 9 y „ 
when they are 1 :rged and conſtrained. to bes 
lieve or profeſs ſome points of doctrine, Or 4. 
OE adventure. upon {ome practices, which are con- 
trary to the tule of faith, and to the law of 
God; or where they are utterly deprived of 
Ng freedom of confeience, in profefſing what they | 
inwardly believe; in rhefe caſes they do well 
. attend to the advice of the Apoſtle, 4 _—_ 
fare e bought. with a Price, be not YE. Eras . 3 
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men” But where nothing is approved | or im- 


_ poſed contrary to the liberty purchaſes for us 
by Chriſt, a larger ſcope of liberty there can- 
not be, than a Toleration conſiſting in an In- 
dulgence with reſpect to ſeparate places f 
worſhip, or different modes of diſcipline, or in 
5] allowances of particular and occaſional, .cons 
1 formity. Such a Toleration pre- ſuppoſing the 
. eſtablihment of a national Church, it is im- 


poflible to underſtand Mr. Locke's arguments 


In its favour, as concluſive againſt, the autho- 
rity of any chriſtian ſociety to preſcribe res: 
ligious teſts or modes of worſhip, which arcs 
agreable to the Scriptures ; and. we do Not: 
_ contend for any other (7). . 1 
1 he inſinuati {ons that have been thrown out = 
1 in the preface of the book (g), (which is com 
1 - monly the fort of writers, wherein they mount 
the choiceſt of their artillery) „ 
combination to adhere to the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem 5 
0 ſome political purpoſes not fit to be owned,“ 
ot, © a mere conformity to an eccleſiaſtical _ 
: eſtabliſhment, and a reſolution to ſupport and 5 
defend it at all events with or without reaſon,” 


| 1 Will not ee any thing from the eſtimation _ 8 
; of the Clergy of the Church of England ; who: 
aver Waves to be conſtitutional conformiſts 


: io the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, e ſupport by = 


4 7 ) "Confelional. Preface, p. 44. 
. Ibid. 15 18, THe Sn 


. the 


« 1% Wo 
the -pibtit authority of the Rate; hold by: 1 


ans concurrence of a very great number of learned 


. eminent men, whole profeſſion has led 
them to à more intimate ſtudy of the Hay 


Scriptures; ho have a ſteady zeal for the Pro- 


teſtant religion and government; and ee 
Willing to make any reaſonable conceſſions, 
are apprehenſive of the dangers that may” ariſe 
to the public peace from alterations in the 
public forms of the church, where there is 
ndt, all things conſidered,” a 36ſt and weighty 


” oecaiion, 85 


eint bs come to are] is Allowed t de 
the fundamental poſition, , upon which the 
thority of eſtabliſhed confeſſions ii 


teſtant communions depends. Daz Every pot 
„„ ehr Church, conſidered as a hockey, has a 

| right, as other ſocietics have, to ſecure * 

own peace and welfare by all Tayfal means; 


and conſequently, to preſcribe. ſuch terms offi. 
communion as appear to be moſt expedient for 
the purpoſe; provided that nothing be re- 


quired, under this pretence, which is contrary | 
ts the word of God, or inconſiſtent with the + 
liberty of other churches (50 To this it has 


- been anſwered in the words of Biſhop Hoadly, 


. od that, by admitting the principle of ſeltde- 
5 fence and eee matters of: re. 


87.8 
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— 4 Con tions, 9. 42. 5 
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"> England; for. exaraple, has a a right to. oY 
her own terms of communion, and jn conſe. 
quence of that, to ſecure the obedience, of . 
ber members by temporal rewards and penal- 
ties, the Church of Portugal. muſt, upongthe. 
lame principle, have an equal right to ſecurc 
herſelf by che diſcipline, of an holy office, 9 
how otherwiſe the thinks proper (0 All. 

5 which: amounts to. this kind of reaſoning : 
beraule any, particular church, conſidered as. 
a ſociety, may ſecure its own peace and, 
a waer by all lawful means, the greateſt. 
Volences. and barbarities may therefore he 
committed by the governors of every eſtar. 
bliſhed church againſt, them that diſſent from 
itz . conſequence is manifeſtly ablurd.; 


ligion, 1 the xerſeqitions. of the: „ 


15 againfiathe Chriſtians, and even the 'apiſh In 


Fuifition may be juſtified 605. Whic 1 has been. 
— more fully thus: (2 the Church. 


4+ & of as + 


and it is ſuggeſted with an equal ſhare. of. 


_ abſurdity, chat the poſition from which it 55 
. fallely „e muſt be falle likewiſe. 

_ this anſwer. then and its explication I beg Toa Fee, 
to object: that upon the principles of oufỹ 
eſtabliſhment; no violence at all can be juſlly 
4 h againſt, a man on account of 


3 


15 Sporeh = the Repeal t the. c Nec: onal Foie m1 4 


and Scaiſm Acts. Tindal's Eiſtory, Kc. vol. iv; p. 955 


20 Confeſſional, Pr 23 
bis. 
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wp | 
nis relig gion, merely as ſuch; it will wart 


only fach a ſelf-defence as may be neceſſary, 
wich regard to the diſpoſitions and powers 


of its opponents. The rights which the 
ſubjects of an eſtabliſhed | religion have, in 
virtue of che eftablithment, are upon the ſame 
footing as other rights of a 255 15 The 
legal authority, Where-ever lodged, 5 
cannot be wrong in granting . wdvaitigss 
to the ptofeſſors of any par ticular- religion, as 
5 are implied in the notion of an eſtabliſhment; 
5 they have moreover a claim to its protection, * 
if their opponents either make, or threaten tag 
make, any diſturbances on their part againſt” 


the eſtabliſhment : otherwiſe violent methods 


will not be neceſſary, a nd therefore will not 
be Jlawſul. Such a principle of ſelf-defence 
and felf- preſervation, as can juſtify only ſuch 
meaſures as are neceſſary for the ſecurity of the 
eſtabliſhment, cannot be underſtood to juſtify 
others, which are not needful for that Purple * 
and therefore cannot juſtly be employed. 
The ugh the religious rights of an eſtablith- 
ment inan be dctended againſt the combina- 
tions of wicked and deſigning men, juſt in the 
ſam ma nner. as civil. rights may; that 1 18, by 
all proden tial methods whatſoever 3 yet, 1 
8 would aſk, in what view can ſuch prudential 15 
methods, as may be expedient or. Reet 
0g reaſonable defence, make way for the 
OS admiffion ol, or r have. any connection with, Ws 55 


the 
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E 
the perſecations of the heathens againſt the 
primitive chriſtians, or the tortures of the 


miſh inquiſition ? If the church of England 


has a Hoke, to fix her own terms of com- 
munion, and to grant ſuch temporal dvan- 
tages as are implied 1 in the notion of an eſta- 
blichment; he is a dexterous cafuiſt indeed, 
15 and more worthy to be reckoned among che 
regular clerks of Ignatius than che zealous ; 
champions of Liberty, who infers ftom 
thence, that the church of Portugal has an 
equal right to uſe ſuch kind of cruelties, 
as are employ ed by the Romiſh inquiſirors 
their intolerant ſuperitition. 


heretics and others, who are averle wy 


In contradiction to this all aſe that has 


ſometimes: been made of tlie principle of felt N 


defence and ſelf · preſervation in matters of re- 


ligion, the church of England for herſe] if. and | 
that great community Which goes under the 
denomination of che Reſormed Church, of 
which ſhe has deſervedly been honoured with 1 
the title of the chief and leading branch, 
f declates inſtruction, exhortation, and admeni- 
: tion, to be the only 1 legitimate means of ad- 2 
vancing and Preſerving the true religion = 
Chriſt : the. proleſſes higher vic we, than 5 
eeſtabliib herſelf in peace and quiet upon 
5 earth, by engaging mankind in an out- 
ward acknowledgment of chriſtianity, by the 
means. of temporal rewards and ban ments; 1 


1 16 


the viſes no vitae to cotnpel | men to cb. 
formity: ſhe allows all the theories f 


chriſtian liberty to ſtand upon their own fbun- 


dations; and deprives no man of his natural 
5 right to judge for himſelf in matters of re- 
ligion, and to practiſe accordingly: the has 
condeſcended to alledge in her own defence 
the uſage of proteſtant churches abroad; and. 
bas the early practice of eſtabliſhed confeflionts Be 
at home to appeal to, long before the tyran« 
nical ſpirit of Rome prevailed ; yet theſe being 
buman compoſitions, the acknowledges them 
to be ſubje to the examination of every in 
telligent chriſtian, with the ſcriptures before 
dim. And all this is very conſiſtent with the 
9 authority, which {he claims nevertheleſs, of 
_ Interpreting the ſcriptures. for all her mem: 
bers; who being perſons of ſound erp. : 
and Knowing thei: obligations to comply with —_ 
odr diſſent from the eſtabliſhment, did, in he 
iſtant of determining for themſelves, „ 
wantarily ſubſcribing or receiving her eſtabliſſead 
Oe confeſſion, exclude themſelves from the right 
bol private judgment, and ſubmit to the au 
thority of the Church; not as an infallible We 
—__ thority, but as an authority. of order. She 

3 ddes not defire the laity to ſubſcribe her ar- 

-. --- picles; becaule the reputation of her unlſorrF 
mity to all ſucceeding times, and the unity f 
daoctrine for the regular inſtruction of the 

Ds 2 are eee; ſecured by the Sub- x 
| - | feription | DO 


| Will. inſtruct | thy 
hase ageably thereto, in the truth of th 
Woſpel, has the nature of an obligation, Wenn 
Aulaangqs in full force againſt the m for the dne 
_ Bop Soong of the conditions; and if theſe 


Tl 


 ſeription.c of her wine in teſtification of their 
common, conſent and agreement in the FR 
doctrine; "which, is therefore required“ ads an 


2 Anon condition of qualifying” thethfelves 


for paſtors and teachers of the People: and tor ; 
holding any pr efermcat-i in the church. | 
-4.theretore it happens, that any who: Wade 


ſubſcabed to the articles of rel gion, do find in 5 


the progreſs of their {tudics, Uh At what they 


alſented to 18 inconſiſtent with their farther 


Qucgverigs and improvements“ in theology, there 


Aunction , and prefer ments: the ſecurity Which 
has been given to the public of the ſoundneſs 
"ke. their faith and doc trincs, and that they 
people committed to their 


no longer complicd with, I Eno n other 


i wen 9 to give up the emoluments 5 
Wich etbey cpo under them. If there he 
e ame. — 4 reſt. Jatiched with” any thing fee, 
5 they! would ſurcly be. very unfair acc -nfers 'bf 5 


their brethren, Who. act conformably to Their 


3 zengagements With. { JIACE! rity . and A, good. con- | 


„ eiegge, for: adhering. to. "the. Mablied = 


"iba: for | eme 1 5 00 PPE PE, not. = ” 
CG . 3 


CY NO, em to retract; ſuch 4 change of EE 
opinions is virtually dilclaiming their üb 5 
Acription,.. which admitted them into their 


85 18 * 


be owned” To all edge, that they are WL 


for what they did very early in life, inconſi- 
derately too, and on the authority of others, 
is an aggravation rather than an excuſe; and 


the air of freedom and pleaſantry, with which 


they exculpate theintelves, © that they will 
do fo no more,” % that they will never be 
caught again,” is nugatory, and hardly con- 
ſiſtent wi ch « any liberal ſentiments on the 


| article of common honeſty.” They are bound 
to the Church by what they have done already, 


-. Als if We may judge from the unſurmountable 
5 diffic uities they are under, have repeated ſe- 
veral times; and ſhe wiſhes them not to re- 
tain her emoluments, which. they are entitled 
co no longer than they make good their own 
"1 voluntary engagements. Yet ſhe does not caſt 
„ay her faith] ſeſs ſons from her; they cannot 
be inſenſible of her charity and moderation, 
whilſt the cheriſhes them, though they have 
forſaken her. She excludes 0 only the avowed 
followers of different ſects and « opinions; Which 
1 might otherwiſe break in upon the ſcheme of 
____uvyormity, and conſequently interrupt 1 
peace and welfare, Which this uniformity is 
intended to mainta n by not admitting chem „„ 


to its on zoluments. 


Nor does the Church! in Sit thi is matter 1 3s 
NE any le giſlative authority as her Own. It at any 
die 1 ſeems to exerciſe ſuch an wehe „ 
it! is in alliance and e concurrence w 820 the State. 
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There is no room on the one hand to ſay, that 
the reformation of the public ſervice hath been 5 
altogether lay and parliamentary; the ordinals 
and changes that have been made, were de- 


rived from the Convocation, which alone con- 


ſulted about them; and the Parliament took 
care in cnacting them, to ſhew, that they only 
added the force of a law to what had been 
done before by eccleſiaſtical authority. On 
the other hand, was it ever heard of, that the X 
- att: ſanction, Wich alone makes any con- 
| Nitation to have the force of a law , gives. it 
any other authority than a civil one 1 
Church herein does no more, as a Body, than 
what every Individual has a right to do, for 
| himſelf. Te examines a dodtine that is pro- 
95 pounded ; he forms his opinion upon it; and — 
judges for himſelf, with whom he Can- hold 


” ; Communion, and from whom he mult. ſe- 


paratc. And When ſuch deciſions are made 


by the body of the paſtors of the Church, all 
perſons within that church do owe great reſpect 5 
thereto: the Church may cer rtainly decree, hark 
ſuch is their doctrine; and in order to main- 
tain union and edification, may require ſome 
9 55 poſitive declarations ab out it from all, whom 
they admit to miniſter in holy things. This 1 18 
- he. Authority of our Church in matters of 
Faith, in oppoſition to the inſallibility of the 


. Roniſh Church ; the ſeeks elſewhere for a 


. to ratify. and confirm her deer rees: | the 1 


4; 0 „ wo 2 


Fa J 


8 Legiſlator: mult! give them the abſie ſanction, 
according to their own perſuaſions: and after 


. they derive only from thence the operation 


of all other laws; the doctrines, which are 


confirmed thereby, have no more truth than 


they had before, without any ſuch publication; 

they do not oblige the conſciences of the ſub- 

jects, unleſs they come under the ſame per- 
ſuaſions; yet it highly becometh every. good 

"= and peaceable member of the community, W- 

Wave or give up his religious, as well as his 


civil rights, to a legal authority. For a ſociety 


or commonwealth cannot ſubliſt, unleſs ſome 

ö form of religion be eſtabliſhed therein; which 
eſtabliſhment, being made for uniformity of. -- 

worſhip, muſt extend to doctrine and diſci- 

pline; without impugning any ſyſtem of go- 

vernment which tolerates difſenters thereftom, . 
| With a Proper regard to its own peace and ſe- 5 
curity. $0 that the force of the plea for the 

Subſcription of the Clergy to the Articles of 
Religion, lies in the expediency of the eſta- 
bliſhment of the national Church; and that it 
may be fully apprebended, it is proper to make : 

ſome enen upon” the ſeveral pe + 


” that it contains. 


e which purp poſe, the' felt point to ; 
confidered | is; Whether the admiſſion of all to 
5 officiate as public miniſters, without ſome teſt 
do diſcover, whether they do aſſent or not to 
| = the, preſent « «ſtabliſhment of the Church bf 


5 elan, 


r 1 * 
England, would; not in the. natural courſe of Þ 
things endanger it. And here we may obſerve 


1 in general, chat the Governors in all civilized 
States, not content to eſtabliſh ſome religion, 
” which they think moſt conducive to the honour 


of God and the advantage of the ſtate; where- 
ever any other notions of religious worſhip 
have been profeſ] ed by ſuch numbers of the 
ſubjects as are likely to rite into a competition | 
with the eſtabliſhment, which may break out 
into enmities and conteſts; have always thought 
it to guard it in lome degree at Zainſt them, and 
do give it ſuch a ſuperiority as is neceay (- 
0 ere the public peace and welfare. This is 
a plain caſe ; whercin, without doubt, the ma- 
gittrate has his right or interpoling re ſerved to 
þ him, without breaking an upon Chriſtian. 11 5 
heerty; and much more w vill it be his indiſpen- 1 
fable duty, to dGifeoantena nce many groſs ant 


— mana cn T 4 
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noxious errors, which preva ail it any tine = 
among wicked and licenticus men of various 
denominations; and Which m night otherwiſe 9 
acquire ſuch ſkrengch, by uniting - their. efforts 


85 to break out into overt acts of oppoſition to 

” oY oſt and righteous. Ns ade of civil. 

- 5 IR fociety. 2 

It was upon theſe principtes, that after time 15 
progrets had been made in the Reformation of 
| the. Church of England, it was thought to be 

great defect, that a public confe ſſion 1 of faith 

ey: 200 docktine Was Kill wee 7 to e 
. 5 Which. 


ty 


| which, the Articles of Religion were com- 
piled, publiſhed, and enjoined to be ſubſcribed. 
In wbich work care was taken, to eſtablih the 


poſitive articles of religion; and to cut off the 


errors formerly introduced in the times of 
popery, and ol late broached by che anabaptiſts 
and enthuſiaſts of Germany; avoiding the 
niceties of the ſchoolmen, or the pcremptori- 

neſs of the writers of controverſy ; which was 


the likelieſt means to prevent and compoſe di 


verſity of opinions, and to remove the objection 


8 incident to every eſtabliſhed religion, and which 


has | been made to all the reformed eftabliſh-. 
ments in Europe, that they are too narrow. 
We cannot however, conſiſ ently with the ori- 
ginal intention of the compllers, ſuppoſe, that 
the articles were deſigned to be articles of. 
peace, rather than of belief; to that the Sub- 


ſcription ſhould be 4 compromiſe to teach no- 
thing contrary to them, not a declaration that S 
the Tubſcribers believe agreably thereto. Bi- ES 


ſhop Burnet. abſolutely explodes this conceit; 
_ taying, there was no reaſon or foundation | 


©-- The it at the time when the articles were en- 


” joined to be ſubſcribed; and that they WhO 


did ſubſcribe to them, dia either believe them PE 


— 8 be true, or elſe did grofly prevaricate, And 7 


indeeda door would thereby be opened for the 
ment profeſiors of every ſpecies of hereſy, ton: 

trude themſelves into the boſom of the church; 

LL. which | in the end would be of WP ill Sg - 


quence: 


bs ee 
quence to its intereſt and ſafety. Yet if the 
caſe be rightly ſtated by the late Biſhop of Bri. 

ſtol; it it be a. true repreſentatic In both of the 
original intention of the church, and the actual 
intention of the law ; that e Subſcription 


| amounts fo an approbation 01 and An aſſent 10 55 | 


the doQrines contained in the articles, in the 
very ſenſe which the com ners are ſuppoſed 
to have underſtood them in (1); the queſtion. 

may very well be put, who can pretend to ys 

by what views or conſiderations the compilers 


of the articles were influenced? Is it not highly 


| probable, that many queſtions were framed 


relating to them, w hich were given out to ſe= 
veral Biſhops and Divincs tor their opin tons 5 
concerning them? who delivered | in their ſe- 


veral anſwers, which were examined and con- 
ſidered very maturely ; J fo me of them might 


think it more conducive to Pres. to ſuffer 


ſome difficult and controvertible points 0 
paſs under dubious expreſſions, or in the very 
words of Scripture, without | any deciſis ve ſenſe 


or explanation j impoſed upon the mz; while the 


method propoſed by others, more commend- 15 
| able perhaps for their openneſs and finc erity, - 


© was, that every thing might be expreſſed With 


l the perſpicuity and di iſtinéctneſs poſſible, 


in the apteſt and preciſeſt terms, which the 


ee of the times afford: d: or m ay it not Y 1 


0 Biliop coc ben ire's 80 non on a Subſerptons. | _ 


be: 4 


Ta} 


be realbtuble to ſüppoſe, that WIN intended - 
ſome latitude of interpretation; and having ſes = 
cured fuch truths as they were moſt concerned 


| about, were content to leave matters of (mailer 5 
moment undetermined? The queriſt may urge 


farther: whilſt it is poſitively laid down that 
ſome articles, being formed in general terms, 

leave a latitude for private Opinions, and 
others, being otherwiſe formed, leave no ſuch 
: latitude, how: is the true ſenſe to be aſcer- 


tained? If the wording of any article admits 


of two different ſenſes, how can they both be 


defended as agreable to the word of God ? 


Whilſt Calviniſts and Arminians ſubſcribe in 


the different ſenſes of abſolute and conditionate 
Adecrees; and learne d perſonages find opinions 


flatly contradictory to each other in the ſame 


article (n); how is that diverſity of opinions 
avoided, iel was the original ſcope and 


intention of the articles? To all Which it 


may be anſwered in general: when an artiele, 


or any propoſition contained therein, is fairly 
capable of different interpretations, he may un- 
= doubtedly be ſaid to believe the truth of that 


ele d propoſition, who: believes it true in 


any ſuch ſenſe as it will reaſonably admit, 
Without doing violence to the words, or con- 


8 tradicting what our Church has elſewhere Th 


3 Wann and required u us 40 > acknowledge, For 


ee Dr. W: and Dr. B. concerning the Fifth A ard. 8 


T Si 

where the. words themſelves do allow a liberty, 
the compilers certainly intended the ſame, or 
| they would have confined the ſenſe of ſuch 
words more ſtrictly; ; and we are not bound to. 
abridge ourſelves, where the church has left 
us free. There can be no room to complain 


3 8 prevarication, if men of different notions 
unite in ſubſcribing forms, wherein a laxity of 


> interpretation. was intended, or the legiſlator 


has not thought fit to determine in what par- 
_ ticular ſenſe the ſubſcriber ſhall give his aſſent. 
For beſides that ſuch a latitude was perfectly 


agreable to the candour and moderation f 


Cranmer and Ridley, who were the chief, if 


not the only, compilers ; nothing is more evi- 


dent in the eccleſiaſtical hiſtories of the early 


times of the Reformation, than that e 


puritans, being reſpectable neither for their 


quality nor their numbers, as diflenters from 


the hierarchy, were not as yet obnoxious to 


dhe government; and conſequently, that tho 4 
prejudices to latitude and toleration had not 
pet been imbibed, which were afterwards S 5 


- prevalent among the Biſhops and Divines in 
the latter part of Queen Elizabeth's reign; who. 


5 8 had an utter aver ſion to thoſe goipel- privileges, = 


as ſchiſmatical and puritanical. I he d 


e ginning of the laſt century another ſolution 4 


Was given, upon: a larger plan of liberty ; that 


| ſubſcribers were not bound to the ſingle ſenſe = 


of te: compilers, as ey were before; 3 2 75 


FT» 1 


good reaſon there was for it. By 13 Eliz. c. 14. 


intituled, © An Act for Windes of the 8 5 


to be of wound Religion, ” which is the ſtatutable 


author; ty TEqu1Fing Subſcription to the Thirty- 
nme Articles, the clergy are. enjoined, to de- 
; late their aſſent and 10 aſcribe to all the articles 
of religion, which only concern the confeſſion 
of the true Chiſtian faith and the doQrine of 
the Sac zaments; but che chirty- ſixth of the Con- 
ſtitution: and Canons eccletiaſtical, confirmed. 
in the 5805 4603, and. che firſt of King James, "I 
is expreſs for the cli ergy to ſubſcribe t0:and 
acknowlcige all and every article to be agrer 
: able to the word of God. About this time, | 
geleast and warm de bates. had ariſen concerning 
_ mar y theological points, which had no re- 
lation to che dock ine of faith, or of the ſa- 
craments; and on the friſt publication of the 
Canons by the king's authority, many, refuſed | 
to fabſcribe the tire d article of the thirty- ſixth 
canon (which conceracth the book of articles 
of religion) alledging, that they were ready 
£5 ſubicribe to the articles of religion con- 
. get ning the doctrine of faith and the ſacra- 
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| men ts, : which. was all that Was required by . e 


. law; ; but that they were not bound to aiſent 
to and by their ſubſcription approve them all. ts 
Hereupon, a royal declaration was ſet forth, 
Tatifying and confirming. the articles of. A 


Church of England; requiring all men to US 


es gontinue in the un form e thereof; FINE 5 
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| brolübiting the leaft difference from the fad 

articles; ; and expreſſing, that they ſhould be 
taken in the literal and grammatical ſenſe. 
This reſted, during the reigns of King James 


the firſt and his facceflor, non the amthoiity 


of the faid declaration; which having been 
iſſued by the former, and Ike other acts of 
fapretnacy, which being unconfirmed. by the 
legiſlature are merely perſona, dving with 
him, was revived. by King Charles the firſe 
in the year 1628, and ba is ever ſince the 
Reſtoration been prefixed to the articles ; by 
whit” authority will be the next enquiry ; 8 
wWöereby a conſiderable abatement was hah 
in their original ſtrictneſs, and the > plain and 
full meaning in the literal aud gramm atical 5 
fenſe was eſtabliſhed in expreſs words En. 
Je Has always been thought reaſonable; tage 
opon weighty and importa nt confiderations, 
according to the various. exigencies of times -- 
and occaſions, ſuch changes and alterations _ 
ſhould be made in things a dviſedly eſtabliſhed _ 
at firſt, as to them that ace in authority 1 may = 
„ neceflary or Exped lient. Accordingly i in 
the reigns of ſeveral  princ: es ſince the Re- 
= | formation, many alterations have been made 
in the eſtabliſhed church; yet 16 As "that 1 
- the main body and efſentials of it have itt 1 EY 
KF Ccontinued-the fame 85 BY 18 day. This Was 
moſt remarkably the caſe at the time of the ng 
1 Reftoration. 2 be re mite ch efs ne 
IN PD. oe 
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conveniencies that had ar FT during * 
confuſions, rendered it neceſſary, that ſome- 


thing ſhould be done for allaying thoſe diſ- 


tempers, which the indiſpoſition of the times 

had contracted, It ſeemed probable, that the 

uſe of the Liturg gy, Which had been diſcon- 
BO tinued, would return of courſe ; but thoſe 


men, who had made it their buſineſs to render 


the people diſaffected thereto, were engaged, in 
point of intereſt and reputation, to uſe their 
utmoſt endeavours to hinder the reſtitution 
thereof, Great importunities were thereupon 
uſed with the king, that the Liturgy might be © 
revived; and loch alterations made therem, 
and additions thereunto, as were requiſite for 
the caſe of tender conſciences. All this was 
done, and a new act was paſſed for the uni- 
formity of publ c prayers; not that the bock 
of common prayer, as it ſtood. before eſta- 
bliſhed by law, did, in their opinion who 
were appointed to review it, contain in it any 
thing contrary to the word of. God or to {ound 
dofrine ; or which a godly man might not 


with. a good conſcience uſe and ſubmit unto ; 


With the all lowance of ſuch juſt and favourable ” 
85 conſtructioo, as in common equity aught 10 
bdbe allowed to all human writings. In like 
manner, the people had been led during thoſe 
times of confuſion into many factions and — | 
ſchiſms, to the great miſchief and ſcandal PETE, 
he. teformed | rel igion of the Church of wy 
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England; inſomuch that it was impoſſible 
to open the terrns of communion wide enough 
to receive them all; and it F likewiſe very 

notorious, that the latgeſt Ant moſt compre- 

henſive toleration uf Fark given neither 
eaſe nor relief to the non-confor miſts of thoſe 
times; nothing les is would have ſatisfied them, 
than an entire new model of the church of 

— agland. And whatever ady antages a plan ol 
reformation might have had in any other 1e. 
bpects, it is very ſuſpicions from the temper of 
the Houte of Commons, which diſcovered itſelf 
ſoon, that no bill for that pu: rpole would have 

been received; and moreover any alterations 

in the Thirty-nine Articles would have been 
0 dangerous conſequence to ſome important 
dloctrines, or laudabſe . of the eſta⸗ — 
0 bliſhea church. : | 


The method therefore that was tak ten, "wks 


the beſt chat could be thought of. At the 
inſtance, moſt probably, © of Archbiſhop C 
and with a view to accommodate the Armi- 
nians with a ſenſe ef the articles, which was 
mee thought of by the original. compilers, : 
King Charles had repnt liſhed his is father's de- 
cClaration in the fame or nearly the ſame form, 
das that which | ſtands before the Thirty-nine 
Articles in our preſent books. I: ſeems | WJ 
that the biſhops. and other divines es, to whom _ 
huis fon and ſucceſſor King Charles the ſecond YN 
: pranted. his commit lon under the great. ſeal 


8 


to review the book of common prayer, and 


to prepare ſuch alterations and additions as they 
thouglit proper; and afterwards the convoca- 


tions of the provitices of Canterbury and Vork, 
being called and aſſembled for the fame pur= 
poſe; adopted the fame declaration. And 
this, I apprehend, is the true foundation of 
| Biſhop Burnet's doctrine concerning literal and 


JgJrammatical ſenſes; though he mentions the 


declaration only as it was originally ſet fortn 
by james the firſt: for as ſuch it could have ne 


authority at the time he wrote his Expoſition 
though many good effects of it, in pre oducing 


Y general ac; quieſcence, and allaying the ferce- 
neſs of religious diſputes, were ſtill diſcernible. 
Without doubt, the Calviniſts of thoſe times 
complaine d as. loudly of the ſanction that was 

newly g given to the declaration, as they did f 


Biſhop Burnet's 3 jnſerence therefrom, for leaving 


the articles open to men of another perſuaſion; 
but the Arminians were ſtronger; and without 
ſuch enlargement of ſenſe, their Subſcriptions 
could not 10 well agree with their opinions. 
he that as it may. The declaration received 
from thenceforward a legal ſanction. It be. 
came a new declaratory | aw. For it was'a _ 
part of the contents of that one book, ens 
hibited and preſented. to his Majeſty by the 
" Convocation, intituled, © The Book of Sing . 
„ men Prayer, &. Which was eſtabliſhed in the 
Ra tame 1 1661. by: the LEY of uniformity. 3 
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It, was no longer an act of the kin it's ſupre- 
macy, but it became an act of the jegillature; 
and has received no alteration ſince; for it re- 
mits the offenders againſt it for their punith- 


ment to the commitlicn eccleſiaſtical, Which 


was then in full force. The articles them- 
ſelves having an un diſpu ted right to the place . 
which they « occupy in the book of common 
Prayer, as well a» ſeveral prayers and thankſ- _ 

givings that were added, being fitted to ſpe- 


cial occaſions, and part! cularly the office for | 


N 10 baptiſm of ſuch as are of riper years 3 


becauſe the fame a& of uniformity which 


eſtabliſhes theſe, without ſpecifying them _ 
the title, enforces. the articles hkewiſe _ 
ſome new caſes (00. and moreover cxpretily N 

conſtrues and appliss the Thirty-fixth Article 
_ thereto; the declaration having been re- 


publiſheu, at the time we are 1 peaking ot, 


ene with the articles (as the title informs == 
3 and now. ſtanding before them, has a 
Ros allo to the fame pre” under che 1 ” 
8 lanctien The preface t the book of 
common prayer, which Was prepared _ Dy 
reviſed by Biſhop Wren, Biſhop Skinner, 
Biſhop Henchman, and Biſhop Davies ; and 
thoſe other prefaces; the former concerning 
He the Poblic: ſervice of the church, which Was — " o 


„ 10 Nes ter 1 Caſe « of F as it 11 been . 
| 1 bd by. the inimitable = of a late excellent Piclate. 5 


received 0 
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| received under the act of uniformity of King 
Edward the ſixth, and the latter concerning 


ceremonies, drawn up by Biſhop Sanderſon; 
have always been eſteemed by eccleſiaſtical 
Lawyers and Judges parts of the ſaid book; 


and are ru in likewiſe. Theſe have = N 
pretenſions to the places which they occupy 
therein, otherwiſe than by virtue of the act 
of umformity ; and the declaration no leſs 
will ſupport its claim to the fame place, under 


the ſame authority. 


And now the wonder ceaſes (0. chat it is 
deſtitute of all the uſual formalities ” 8 wb 
royal declaration; that there is no royal 
ſignature at the bead of it; no atteſtation of 
3 majeſty's command, by any of the great 

officers of the crown; no mention of the 


time when, nor the place whence it iſſued; 


that during the feign of Queen Anne, the 

title of it ood invarrably as it had done from 

the firſt, © His Majeity's Declaration ;” 1 

it bas never been acknowledged by any 
ſucceeding Prince, nor authenticated . 
| ſpecific ratification of any. Taking it upon 
3 3 footing mercly of a royal declaration, IT 

© ſhould eſtecm it of no more validity than the 
© Reclaration of James the ſecond for liberty 
pf conſcience; for I know of no power in 
. the crown, to dipenſe with the eccleſiaſtical, 2 
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- any more than the civil Law of the realm. 8 
= language too of the declaration, which 
was very conſiſtent with the politics of the 


times wherein it was wrote, had it been con- 


tinued fince the Revolution by 2 mere act of 
Supremacy, would not have been admitted. 
We will not endure any vatying or de- 
parting from the doctrine and the diſcipline 
of the Church of England; and if any perſon 
mall afix any new ſenſe to any article, he 
ſhall be liable to our diſpleaſure and the 
Churches cenſure in our commiſſion eccle- 
ſfiaſtical. The literal and grammatical ſenſe 
allowed therein was a political device, to let 
them into the privileges and emoluments f 
the church, Who were moſt favoured, and 


could not otherwiſe come in conſiſtently with 


their well- known opinions; and fo long a2 
"me. judgment and authority of the eccle- EEE 
fHäaſtical commiſſion laſted, was a means to 
exclude others. But in after. mes, when this 
reſtraint was taken off, and ecclefiaſtics were i 
no longer the judges, what ſhould be deemed —__ | 
a varying or departing from the doctrine 8 
_ diſcipline of the church; this indulgence f 
2 latitude became productive of. the moſt. 175 
: happy effects. Notwithſtanding the declara- 
tion was originally intended, and applied, as 
7 corrective to many notions unfavourable to 
monarchy, particularly to the lawfulneſs of 

L reliſting v WIC Kea aud d uprightcous res, which | 


E „ 1 ö x the BY | 


tw 


he 0 Aviniſts had inferred from their theo- 
logical Agree of election and grace; yet 
in the end, it was ſubverſive of thoſt higb- 


church . Which it was contrived to 
ſupport; and the doctrine of wilful rebellion 
being dropped in the limitation of the crown, 


it besame the foundation ot. Revolution-prin- 


ciples. Is 


i be reſult weill 1 this. | The ſame Act 
of. china Uty, w] aich recogmzes the title f 


the articles, that. they v were. agreed. upon for 


the preventing 85 veility of opinions, admits _ 
likewiſe the aeclaration for literal and gram- = 

matical ſenſes. p A rule of interpretation 18 
thereby authoriz: d, hich.” is moreover of the 


of 
other denominatio ns; who though all of the 


fame confeſſion, do not perhaps agre ce exactly 

in opinion With regard to many of the Thirty= 

RAG: articles of. religion. Yet ihey all ſub- _ 
1 bete to them without any verſity of opt- 5 

„ . $316 ons; that 183 in the ſenſe ot varying from the 8 8 Fe 
| articles ; not, of differing from each other. 


In thoie curious points wherein theſe differ- 


= 0 lie, men of all ſorts take the articles vo. - 
be. for. themſelves ; there is ill a conſent 

| | wks n 8 IT "BC religion; 1 and nobody has 4 right. Ws 
8 alk, wherein one man ditfercth from „ 


gręateſt uſe and mportance to the preſent 5 
times. Moſt probably: there are ſtill Cal- 
vin? ic 5 and Arminian divines of the Church 5 
England; ; and a more numerous tribe of 
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. both ſides as being 
and gramm 400 al Ken e: and t though the article 
in the Apoſtles Creed, co! ncerning the „going N 
down of. Chriſt into Hell,” be (as Dr. Clarke — 
nas obſerved ) univerſally under! ſtood in a ſenſe -——— 
=; ro different from what the compilers. nn” 
5 onto ; yet here witl be no diverſity of opi- 
nions within the meaning of the ſtatute, if the 
272M vords Ae bell 5 and « inferi”. will admit the 5 


E 1. 


other. "The: judgment at common law, . 
ported by Lord Chiet ſuſtice Coke, is hereby 


avoided ; the ſubſtance of which is this; © that 


if any 8 Subſc ription is atlowed, which pans 
diverſity of opinions, the ſtatute 3 Elz. 
would be rendered of none effect.“ Phe di- 


veriity mentioned in the ſtatute 18 avoided; 


5 whether the meaning of the compilers does 5 
not ſufficiently appear by the Aladine of the 
ſubject, and by the. or rdinary fignification of 


the words wherein it is expreſicd ; Sr; et- 


- withſtanding the meaning is fo plain that ay i 

unprejudiced and reaſonable. man may cer- 
tainly underſtand it, yet the words will. ber N 
a double meaning; as indeed it is plainly im- 


poſſible, that any thing ſhouid be delivered in 


ſuch clear and certain Words, as to be abſo- 
> lutely incapable of ſome other ſenſe. Thus 
tod there 15 0 emed to be no deſertion of the 
articles, 1 in the ſeveral OPINIONS CONCernir 2 con- 
Aditionate and abiolute decrees; becauſe, thi meh 
contradiQtory to zach other, the; are juſtified 
g agre able to the liter and 5 


— 


VVV dit! erent 


461 


brenn Grſes, that have been! fixed 0 


them. Hence too it muſt be ſuppoſed to be, 
that all who ſubſcribe to the articles in different 
ſenſes, are fully ſatisfied in their own minds, 
ma by their Subſi cription they fulfil. the pur- 


port and intention or the ſtatute; there is no 


deſertion of the articles eſtabliſhed ; no © wreſt- 
ing or diſtotting them from their natural, ori- 


ginal meaning; and though Biſhop. Burnet 9 


8 oblervation may be very juſt, that in many 
caſes it is a great hardilup to exclude ſome 0 
very deſerving perſons from the ſervice of:the _ 


8 church, by requiring a Subſcription to ſo many 


particulars, concerning ſome of which they are 
not fully ſatisfied ; yet the main difficulty, © in 
© pecunciling themſelves to this article of con- 
formity, proceeds | from certain principles 
ſettled TH their minds by. time and en 
beyond the power of themſelves to alter them: 
|] will not call them preſudices; | becauſe. it is 
impoſſible to diſtinguiſh them from the truths 
there; and it is very injurlous, to eſteem an- 


other faulty in embracing any ſide of ihe 


quei ſtion, becauſe we, perhaps n ver dit. = 


ferent views, judge it to be falſe. 


Nor is it the leaſt utility of ſuch a Tatieckde of —_ 
5 interpretation, as may be pleaded for under the _ 
Declaration; that it ſuperſedes the pretended —_ 
ycceſſity of a review of the articles; becauſe 
185 men of different | opinions may very. well ac 
oe i in them, as they are; and e „ 
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. 555 great weight to determine the queſtion 
concerning the expediency of the meaſure, 
without en tering into the argument again{t' the 
meaſure itſelf, drawn from its ſuppoſed im- 
practicability. I will therefore clofe this part 
of my argument wit h the ann obſer- 1 
vations. | 5 


I. Where a religious Teſt has been eſta- 


phiſhed by the Church, with the ſanction of _ 
the State, for the behoof of both; it concerned 
ts Impoſers to take care, that its meaning be 
expreſſed in ſuch words, as ſufhciently mani- 
feſt the ſame to the underſtanding of cvety 
rcaſonable man; which if they do not, no Taw 
55 equity Or prudence | bindeth him, on whom 
the Teit is impoſed, to confine the ambiguons 1 
ſenſe; or not ſubſcribe to them in 7 W n = 
that the words will import. 0 


II. Where a latitude of interpretation bil 


| been eſtabliſhed ; it is better, to permit certain 
controverted points to reſt under the approv ect 
moderation of the Church of England, than to 
de over-buſy in matters of ſpeculatiy e divinity ;. 
| whence factions may be HT; da 1 10 5 
* cwil government fei 


III. Efpecially in this" Kites? times, 1 5 


: when! « the zeal and vigilance both of paſtor: rs 
and people in the Church of England againſt 1 

popery and popiſſi emiſſaries, is vil bly de _ 

clined; and little interruption 18 given to the | 
125 anwearied endeayours of rreacherous prieſts, 


"Ai 0 a. 5 


ſtrengthe ning the nſelves, and animated, by 


"Att; influx. o Jelpits, to pervert , his Ma- 


jeſty⸗ 8 lübeck, 10 then - intolerant ſaperſlitiop, 85 


and conſequently "a their allegiance (); 


when moreover the learned and the unlearned 
are doing the work of Papiſts, and advance 
more than half-way to meet them (); and 


our religion is debaſed to a trade, and -a pro- 


pr ject to advance men's intereſted and ambitious 


views, by ways and artifices contrary to the 


clerical profeſſion { { 35 this is a ſtrong ar- 
gument ad utrumque, that à review. of the 
articles would be dangerous; in proportion to 

the avidity, wherewith every propoſal of this 


ort 18 rece ved, for reaſons not tit to be. owned: 


and I ſuppoſo 1. it ſeriouſly affects all, who have 5 
a hearty concern for the honour and ſupport, of 


: . our Proteſtant. ; 85 hurch. 


, ub reſp: A to the S Piſ- _ 
Coipline, notwithſtanding. the reflection which _ 
has been thrown out, * that the een = 
articles, conſidered as articles of commu- — 
nion, are of no manner of uſe 15 the church _ 
Ar kene ance to the laity, under a relax- 
ation f diſcipline, extremely ditnonoutrable 
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io her govern 1OrS, and e (candaloys [OTOL 


if 50 Een. Pede p. 55 68. 


tt) Charge to che e of me Arch bdeacoory of be 5 


Alban. 1705, . 5 
1 ibid, # 33s bc. 5 . | 


4s 1 


her members ();“ it is very obvious, that the 
| expediency of a new model of ſtricter di- 
cipline may be ſupplied, in a great meaſure, 
by a bare attention to the maxim of the Phil [{0- 


: PEE?” quanto latjus officio um 82 ans patet 
_reonla. 


But! it may he, PR ane among the Df ſſe 11 


ters, who know very well what their intereſts 
1 teens may urge their reaſonable. expeCtath- 
n 3 ſmoothly profeffing. that they do not 
aim at any thing more, than an abolition of 


* 


gr roar tha matter of. great import ance _ 
_ to the. pub! ic, the bare protevions of inter- f 
eſted parties cannot reaſonably be ex pected : to 
ha ave much wei? ght. 

the temper n 
in the ſeparation. = 
7 between the preſent diller ters and them; te- 


N atten ad rather to 
8 1 th eir red. x eflors IE g 
1 roſe ern blance 5 


. — * 


ing along with us the unden ab! 2 te Aimony E 


_ WhO knew the 2 well. 2 NC 4: was not at 


4 


prejuc iced again nt them: 5 « II eſt C El tain : 


gl. 1 jes Preſbyteri ens ſe voyent jamais en 
Etat 9 agir tan 8 oppoſition, ils ne ſerot it ag . 
contentes qu'ils nayent ruins de fonds en 
comble la bier archic, & e en genera tl toute 11 gliſe 
Anglicane ( 7), - . 


8 


In the aign of Queen 1 Elrabeth” = — 0 


2 


85 * ceful 00 che uſe | of ſome CCL emonies and . 8 


© dic * rn o Dit ctar! n © A * bigs and Tories. 


A e 
5 
. . 


Two] 


ies 8 a8. Feberſtitious; which Were ſufßcieptl 
own, by the queen's: declaration, to:;he re- 
_ rafned not out of any durch: regard to them; 

but partly; in order to maintain a fit dec 


in the worſhip of God z and much more, out 
pf a charitable defire to keep as many 4s 
polſible of the middle and lower ſort of people ; 


in the communion of the Church; they Were 


tolerated for a great while with much con- 
nirance and gentleneſs: when they, called in 
- queſtion the ſuperiority of Biſhops, and pre- 


tended to a democracy in the Church; When 


ſome of them declared, that in the Church of 


ency 


England there was no lawtul calling of mi- 4: 


niſters, nor anv mi miniſtry; that the elections of 
miniſters and biſhops were tyrannous; and that 
Archbiſhops, - Biſhops, Deaas, and Archdea- 


cCons were but offices and names of impiet ß; 


„ propoſicions were with great candour de- 
HDated and diſcuſſed. But what wes begun, r 
twins cc with jaudable conceptions of the: mat 


Fenity of popiſh principles, and their Fatal 


aſpect upon the civil and religious rights f | 
te people, „ended in:downright Labinite: 1 


: they affirmed, that 


1 w make many in doubt to take cats; Wh: Gl 


8 the conſent of the Ma- 
. giſtrate was not to be attended to; they: began e 


is one of the fundamental parts of Juſt _: 
having refolved not to be quiet, wick the 
public citabliſhment was altered, and their 
own favourite 1 of: charc-governmenr ig 


and 5 


1 4 1 


Ee and diſcipline ſettled in its room, they began | 
do vaunt of their ſtrength and the 3 of 


their partizans, and to uſe threats that their 
cauſe would prevail through uproar and vio- 


lence. This, and much more to the fame 


purpoſe, may be ſeen in Sir Francis Walſingham's 
Letter to Monſieur Critoy; which is recorded 
by Biſhop Burnet, as a moſt AB, diece 


olf hiſtory (a); being written by one of the 
wiſeſt and moſt virtuous miniſters of 5 age. 
5 Hereupon the State was compelled to hold 


| critical juncture, thou ; 
1 5 ligion could not be ſet out immediately, til! 


ſomewhat a harder hand to reftrain them than 


before, yet it was with as great moderation as 


the public peace would 3 And in this 
8 


the articles of re- 


the convocation met, yet they Were prepared 7 : 
ſioon after; and for the preſent, a ſhort profeſ@= 
ion of doctrine was agreed upon, which al! 


I. incumbents were obliged to read and publiſh ta I 


5 their peo . And was it reaſonably to be e- 


5 — 75 


0 at the Queen ſhould enter into any — | 
trreaty afterwards — 9 theſe men, to alter an 
ding in the Government of the church? Her 


ehenſions were from the Puritans, he 


| had therefore very different notions of refor= — 
mation, from what the original ee, 


the articles had in the reign of King Edward. 


Þ - - meant to exclude all from the . 3 


0 Hiſtory © of the Reforma wa. ü. * 418. 


1 * 1 


who bad any tincture of popery; che on the 
conttaty made very confiderable abatements in 
thoſe terms of proteſlant communiony Which 
bad been inſiſted on beforey and for that pur- 


pole, the reviewers of King Edward's articles 


ſtruck out a long paſſage. againſt the real pre. 


ſence 3: and the rubrek, which had been 


added at the end of the Communion in 
the ſeeond book of King Edward, was now 
omitted. It docs not appear, that this had ary _ 
great influence to drive the Calviniſts from = 
 Commwnion of the Church (e. The violent 
conteſts that aroſe between the rigid Epiſcopa- 
| Hans and the Puritans, during the latter part of 
| Queen Elizabeth's reign and forme part fine 
reign of King James the firſt, were concern- 
ing ; ſubſcriptions t to thoſe articles, which related 
to the hierarchy. Differences there were, but 
no great animoſities between them in other = 
matters. The Puritans did not refuſe to fab. 
ſcribe to the doctrinal and Sacramental arti- 
cles, or, which was the fame thing, to ſub- 
Jeribe to them all with an e Or =. 


55 (0 Wc on | the other hand it bu true, as is aſſerted in che 5 

| 8 ca ſional, ' p. &). „ that this mutation of the ar- 
- ficle concerning the real preſence was one of thoſe things, 
which drove the ancient Puritans out of the: ERavliſhed 


Church; “ we may then change our poſture ol delence, 


and raiſe an apology for our pieſent articles from the . 8 
Celliiy of exclading the Puritans out of the church, by 5 . 


belt * aich naue of them would ng ob with, 58 


beſtation 


1 


tectation to len as concerned church-govern- . 
ment or diſcipline. But after the publication 
of the Canons of 1603, they refuſed to ſub- 
ſeribe not only to the hierarchal articles, but to 
the reſt likewiſe ; becauſe the purpoſe, if not 
the doctrine, of the church was fomew hat 
varied in the matter of the le egal Supremacy; 


which, as extended to edciebaſtical matters, 


Puritans, as well as Papiſts. The Calviniſts 


— 
nad been an offence frum the beginning to 


in Holland ſtrenuouſſy inſiſted, that the church 
conſtituted, as theirs was, upon a republican 
model, had 3 power ſuperior to the Magiſtrate; 
and as often as any extr aordinary countenance 
was ſhewnn to Vapiſts, either in the reign. of 
— Queen Elizabeth or her Succeſſor, the E ngliſn 
Pn nuritans gave no obſcure intimations, that they . 
. entertained the ſame notions; and upon W 
fame principle, they took great offence. after- _ 
Wards at the addition made by Archlaſbop, - . 
| Bancroft to the doctrine contained in the 
Ihirty-ſeventh article of religion, e 
enlarged 1 in the 5 re article of the T hirn 
nen 


And ® not the ale! 3 {hs flame 1 now? T7 


4 Sever objections the Diſſenters may make 
Se the. doctrincs of the church of England, 
nike diſcipline which they diſlike moſt: 1 
bence ariſes their non-acquieſcence in ä 
3 articles, and their repeated attempts to Have 
3 hem altered. And if we carry our view ok 


Fay 


their former conduct farther, Jdfthp the reigne 
of James the firſt and the two Charles's, ſhall 


wie wonder that the church has been ſome- 
what afraid to take them into her boſom ? or 


rather, that ſhe has ſuſpected a formed delign 
of entire! y ruining her eſtabliſhment, and rai- 
ſing one of their own in its ſtead. But we are 
told by a writer on their ſide, that ce the body 
of the diſſenters are friends to an eſtabliſhment, 


and would be fo even to our eſtabliſhment, 


5 provided our foundations were a little larger, 
and ſome proper alterations were made;“ and Fig 
then he adds for our comfort, that 60 theſe 


alterations would not in the leaſt leſſen the 


honours or revenues of the Church, or render 
the eſtabliſhment of it in the leaſt more pre- 
cCarious or feeble (ﬆ)-" 1 would aſk him 


then in the words of che ſame learned and — 
judicious Prelate, who introduced this courte- 5 
ous writer to my acquaintance z ec gte the 


doctrine, or the polity of the Church of 


35 England, or both, to be affected by theſe 0, 


alterations d“ probably not only her articles, 


but the Liturgy likewiſe, and other parts o ß 


5 the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution | muſt be re- 
formed; her whole polity is to be ſubverted, 


a5 not ſtanding upon a ſcriptural foundation: 


| her methods of ordination, inſtitution, an 


W muſt be changed, 10 e my : 


. The « Dire better dige. Lend, 1732. 58 
V author 8 


[45 


author and his adherents. ** And- are the 
Governors and Members of the church of 


England to have no ſatisfaction given to ther, 


hr theſe alterations are right. to be made 1 
might not ſome of them be repugnant or diſ- 
paraging to doctrines, which they eſteem very 
important truths? might not others break iin 
upon ancient conſtitutions, Which they think 
- -Of apoſtolical or divine authority, and there- 
| fore, not to be given up to any demands (y)? 

We may therefore, from the 1ong experience 
which we have had of the ſpirit and temper of 

the diffenters towards the Church, lay do .- Ü W 
timhis poſition; that it paſtors and teachers were 
do be authorized and ſent forth among the 
people without a teſt to diſcover, Whether they 
# aflent to the eſtabliſhed confeſhon.; : which teſt | : 

is deemed likewiſe a ſufficient ſecurity tor the. 
excluſion of thoſe who diſſent therefrom, from TT: 

„„ profits and emoluments of the miniſtry. 3 

the coniequence would be, that the ahi . 
ment of the national church woul 10 be vety 
7 auch endangered, 


Nor would this 3 ariſe only, gr - prin= : 


5 cipally, from the Pr elbyterians, Indepen: dents, 
and Anabaptifis ; but there is a numerous 
. body: of Age Socinians, and Anti-trinita- 


00 ) Biſhop Ell ys E | Plea 35 4 N T. ry ge c n 


1 his Tracts on the Spiritual and 5 a Liberty of Fe- | A 
1 teltants | in in Eogl and. Pert! 1, © 2 137. ! Co 


Re pans 


ö . 
krians, Who are very much increaſed of late | 
years. And all theſe, though they differ 
zs mon themielyes, — agree in being 


enemies to the eftabliſhed church, and in 


their endeavours to weaken and ſubvert it; 


| becauſe in its ſubverſion! they may all hope to 

find thcir ſeveral advantages; an exemption at 
leatt from the unjuſt burden, as it is accounted, 
= of Payiiig to an eſtabliſhed miniſtry. 


Hut it muſt be obſerved farther, that the 
abolition of Subſcriptions confidered as a teſt, 
would not be likely to be made with ſuch 3 
general acquieicence, as ſome perſons may 


imagine; who confider at: as. « an affair in 5 _ 
which the pejudices Of the people have ' il 
; nothing to do (2) "IC: it has been infinuated . 


on the one-hand, 1 that the points in queſtion 


: are ſome fanciſul ſyſtems, which have been 


d | ment, 3 


ingra ted on the religion of the Folpel (a) 3 


it has been admitted on the other, that - 


whatever unſettles the ſoundations of govern- : 


way diſturbs the peace and quiet of the world, 


fects the well-being of ſociety , or any 8 


is of very deſtructive conſequence; and the 


man who ſhould retrieve fifty ſpeculative truths 


at the expence of one faction, would be a very 


- pernicious | member of ſociety (00 I am 
 viillinge to > believe, 4 and N venture to. | ailert EET, 


"@ Confeſſional, p. 227. fn 


(a) Ibid. p. 313. „ 
Io. Ibid. 1 209. „ . 


1 1 
it, that the body of the people were never 
leſs. diſpoſed to think difreſpecfully of the 
doctrines and polity of the church of A 
They were never more impatient to be driver 

from their old habits, and put out _— ther way, 
in the otfices or any other matters ©l {religion ; 

eſpecially thoſe, which they themſelves are to 
practiſe, and have a perſonal concern in. 

And whatever may be the grounds of this te- 

naciouſneſs; whether they dilcern; that thoſe 
uo are led by their office to think continually 
on thoſe things which concern religion, are 
moſt. likely to judge rightly about them; or, 
becauſe they cannot eaſily be brought to eu- 

amine their own opinions and popular Banne 5 

with attention ſufficient to enable them to 
judge, either of the eee of the various 


__ ſchemes of innovating men, or the proprieiy : 


and expediency of applying them; yet the 
conſequence will be the fame in either caſe: 
and it becomes them, who have the care of 
the public, to conſider well in all propolals fo 


ve reduced to practice, the prejudices, tempers, fy 


NR; - conſtitutions, that are known to be among ; 


us. There is moreover ſuch an intimate con- 
Waben between the ecclefiaſtica! ſtate and the 


civil; ſo that any altcrarion in the one wolild 


hive 2 dangerous opel. ation on tlie other; and 
= the middle E and oer fort of 1 25 have lach N 


c th)  Confell inal, 2: 399 


5 "3 4s + - 
An inbred veneration for the Church: in u whictt Fl 
they have been taught to fearch the ſcriptures 


for the grounds of their faith; as well as for ; 


che civil conſtitution likewiſe, under which they 
enjoy their hberties without interruption ; that 
they will not eaſily be brought off from theic 
_ zealous attachments to either. Now in thefe 
diſpoſitions of tlie nation, it is very eaſy to fore- 


fee; that in caſe Subſcriptions, which are the : 


fortifications of our national Church, the buk= 


wWark and ſecurity of its doctrine and polity, be 
removed out of the way of che ſeveral ſorts of 


diſſenters, of the men of latitude and free- 


_ thinkers, and of others too, who are averſe oo 


„ indifferent to che Regal Government; 
great animoſities and conteſts muſt enſue : for 
there will not be wanting, on the other fide, 


men of intereſt and {pirit, united by principles © 
of duty and conſcience, and by a ſacred regard 


for the civil and religious liberties of their | 
country, to act together, as occaſion may re- 
quire, for the gol: and ne of Ko * 


1 Eitabliſhment, 


le SNES, 
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Megane 
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